The molecule of the title compound, C 14 H 19 N 3 O 7 Á0.5H 2 O, exhibits an E conformation about the C N double bond. The water molecule possesses crystallographically imposed twofold symmetry. In the crystal structure, the molecules are connected by intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds into a three-dimensional network. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
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Comment
The natural product helicid, 4-formylphenl-β-D-allopyranoside, which is a major active ingredient of herbal medicine, is extracted from the fruit of Helicia nilagirica Beed growing at the Yunnan mountain of China (Chen et al., 1981) . It has showed great biological effects on the central nervous system with low toxicity (Sha & Mao, 1987) , and has been used to treating ache and insomnia for a long time. Some derivatives of this compound have been reported with good pharmacological activity (Fan et al., 2007; Yang et al., 2008) . The title compound has been synthetized via condensation reaction of helicid and semicarbazide hydrochloride in ethanol (Zhu et al., 2008) .
In this title compound ( (Table 1) are present in the crystal structure, generating a three-dimensional network.
Experimental
Sodium acetate was added to a solution of semicarbazide hydrochloride (3.52 mmol) in water (5 ml) until pH 5-6. The solution was added to a solution of helicid (3.52 mmol) in ethanol (40 ml), then some drops of glacial acetic acid were added and the mixture was refluxed for 5 h. The reaction mixture was then cooled at room temperature. The colourless solid obtained was filtered, washed with water and recrystallized from ethanol/water (Zhu et al., 2008) . Colourless crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol/water (5:1 v/v) solution at room temperature.
Refinement
The independent water H atom and the H atom bound to N2 were located in a difference Fourier map and refined freely.
All other H atoms are positioned geometrically and refined in riding mode, with C-H = 0.95-1.00 Å, O-H = 0.84 Å and N-H = 0.88 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C, N, O). In the absence of significant anomalous dispersion effects, Friedel pairs were merged. The choice of space group P3 1 21 rather than P3 2 21 is arbitrary. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. The water H atoms are related by the symmetry operation 1+x-y, 2-y, 5/3-z. 
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